
BEYOND THE BLACK SEA - 2018 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Tour Date: 25 August 2018 – 20 September 2018 

Tour Duration: 27 days 

Tour Cost ($AUD): $16,950 

Single Supplement ($AUD): $2,930 

 
Beyond the Black Sea is a wonderful tour to a corner of Europe that is little-visited 
but no less fascinating or beautiful than other parts of the continent. Our 27-day 
itinerary takes us to Ukraine, Moldova, Romania and Bulgaria, finishing in the 
Bulgarian capital city, Sofia. 
 
The journey begins in Ukraine's capital Kiev before moving 132 kilometres north to 
the site of the world's worst nuclear accident, Chernobyl. Twenty-five years on, with 
radiation levels normalised, we visit the infamous plant, the abandoned town of 
Pripyat, and have lunch with the villagers who have now resettled. We then move 
south to the beautiful Black Sea coast and the historic Crimean city of Yalta, visiting 
Livadia Palace where Stalin, Churchill and Roosevelt held their historic meeting. 
Heading west, we cross the border into mysterious Moldova and the breakaway 
republic known as Transnistria. There, in the only unrecognised country in Europe, lie 
the last vestiges in the world of a Soviet-style system. Moldova is also home to 
Europe's largest winery, Milestii Mici, with 250 kms of limestone tunnels forming 
underground streets. Next stop is Romania and it is here, deep in the Transylvanian 
Alps, that we visit Dracula's castle. Everything in this pocket of Romania is 
interwoven with truth and legend and the perpetuation of mystery. Romania and 
Bulgaria have some of the most remarkable fairy tale towns in the world - without the 
tourist hordes found in more mainstream European cities. This is a journey that is a 
heady mix of contemporary and ancient history, rustic medieval settlements, myths 
and legends, set against the backdrop of the Black Sea, Transylvanian Alps and the 
Carpathian Mountains. This is undiscovered Europe with a capital U! 
 
Tour Fitness Level: Moderate 
 



BEYOND THE BLACK SEA AUGUST 2018 
 
TOUR ITINERARY 
 
25/08/2018 Australia – Dubai 
Check-in at your chosen Australian airport for your flight to Dubai with Emirates. 
 
26/08/2018 Dubai – Kiev (D) 
Depart Dubai, Fly Dubai FZ 727, 09.20 
Arrive Kiev 14.10 
On arrival in Kiev we transfer to our hotel in the heart of the city. 
Intercontinental Hotel 
Kiev 
 
27/08/2018 Kiev (BLD) 
Situated on the Dnieper River, Kiev is one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. This 
morning we explore the old city on foot and stroll down its most famous street, 
Andriyivsky Uzviz (Andrew's Descent). After lunch we continue our city tour, visiting 
the Golden Gate and taking a tour on the metro. 
 
28/08/2018 Kiev – Chernobyl – Kiev (BLD) 
In 1986 the world's worst nuclear disaster occurred at Chernobyl. Today, radiation 
levels are normal and, in fact, are similar to that of Kiev. This enables us to travel 
safely to the site itself. In a fascinating day, we get to within 100 metres of Reactor 4 
and visit the deserted ghost town of Pripyat. We may also have time to visit a village 
where we can meet and speak to the people who were resettled. As a travel 
experience this day is unparalleled and Travel Directors is the first Australian 
company to offer this enthralling excursion.  
 
29/08/2018 Kiev – Kamyanets-Podilsky (BLD) 
Today we visit the stunning Peschersk Lavra, or Monastery of the Caves. A 
UNESCO World Heritage monument, the monastery is a dazzling combination of 
beautiful domed buildings and catacombs. Below the Lavra are numerous caves 
where monks once lived and prayed, and which were later used as burial sites. In the 
evening we board our train for the journey to Western Ukraine. 
Depart Kiev Train 05, 16.30 
Arrive Kamyanets, 23.08 
On arrival in Kamyanets-Podilsky we transfer to our hotel. 
Kleopatra Hotel  
Kamyanets-Podilsky 
 
30/08/2018 Kamyanets-Podilsky (BLD) 
After breakfast this morning we explore one of the oldest cities in Ukraine, which is 
considered a phenomenon of great cultural importance. A rocky island skirted by the 
tight loop of the Smotrich River flowing in a picturesque canyon, served as a unique 
pedestal on which, over more than a thousand years, both well-known and 
anonymous masters created a miracle in stone. Kamyanets-Podilsky is striking for 
the harmonious blend of landscape and architecture.  
 
31/08/2018 Kamyanets-Podilsky – Lviv (BLD) 
Early this morning we drive to the nearby city of Chernivtsy, originally the farthest 
Eastern outpost of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Among the sights which we will visit 
is the Chernivtsy University, a masterpiece of architecture and now included in the 
UNESCO World Heritage list, taking almost 18 years to complete. After our visit to 
the fortress we continue onto the Western Ukrainian capital, Lviv. 
Leopolis Hotel  
Lviv 



 
01/09/2018 Lviv (BLD) 
Today we set out to see Lviv, a unique combination of Western and Eastern cultures. 
Here we see wonderful examples of Ukrainian, Polish, Armenian, Jewish, German 
and Austrian, and other cultures within a span of a 10-minute walk. Lviv is a very 
poetic city steeped in legends both ancient and modern. Narrow medieval streets 
paved with stones, architectural decoration done in different styles and all preserved 
in original form. In ancient times Lviv was the capital of a mighty Slavic state called 
the Galicia-Volyn.  
 
02/09/2018 Lviv – Odessa (BLD) 
Having been a part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and then Poland has contributed 
to the city’s unique architectural style.  In many ways Lviv encapsulates the Ukrainian 
spirit in a far more succinct way than Kiev. Despite two world wars that swept through 
the city, it sustained little damage and all architectural masterpieces are original. This 
UNESCO world heritage site was also spared from Soviet style architecture as 
Moscow considered that it could not improve Lviv. This evening we transfer to the 
train station for our overnight journey to Odessa. 
Depart Lviv Train 09, 20.23 
 
03/09/2018 Arrive Odessa (BLD) 
Arrive Odessa 08.37 
Odessa is the Ukraine's crossroad of cultures, languages and trade. As we walk 
around the town we visit masterpieces of architecture, such as the famous Opera 
and Ballet Theatre, Primorskiy Boulevard, and the One-Wall building. We also view 
the Sea Port Terminal from the top of the world-famous Potemkin Steps. These stairs 
are the formal entrance into Odessa from the Black Sea and are the symbol of the 
city. 
Hotel Londonskaya 
Odessa 
 
04/09/2018 Odessa (BLD) 
After breakfast we take a look at the fascinating catacombs, which were built nearly 
200 years ago. This vast maze covers around 2,500 kms, with hundreds of 
entrances, exits, caves, and tunnels. In 1941, when the German and Romanian 
armies occupied Odessa, the Soviet military gave the order to organise the partisan 
resistance and the catacombs were chosen as the headquarters. There were enough 
provisions and weapons stored underground to last almost a year. As we explore the 
tunnels and caves we gain an understanding of the conditions under which the 
partisans operated. 
 
05/09/2018 Odessa – Transnistria – Chisinau (Moldova) (BLD) 
This morning we leave Odessa for the 200-km journey to the Moldovan capital of 
Chisinau. On the way we pass through the only unrecognised country in Europe, 
Transnistria. Still rigidly clinging to a Stalanist system, the country declared 
independence from Moldova in 1990, resulting in a civil war that lasted for two years. 
Today Transnistria maintains autonomy with financial and military support from 
Russia and bears a remarkable resemblance to North Korea. The country has its 
own president, currency, flag and judicial system. After lunch in Transnistria's capital, 
Tiraspol, we head to Chisinau. 
Leogrand Hotel  
Chisinau 
 
06/09/2018 Chisinau (BLD) 
This morning we begin to explore Chisinau, a city of wide tree-lined boulevards and 
impressive architecture, as well as many parks and lakes. In the afternoon we depart 
for the village of Milestii Mici. Here we plunge 60 metres below the surface through a 



series of limestone tunnels to the underground wine city - the largest wine cellar in 
the world - where 250-kms of 'tunnel streets' wind their way under mountains. The 
subterranean streets have names such as Cabernet, Chardonnay and Sauvignon. 
Cars and bicycles are the means of transportation through this maze that holds more 
than two million bottles of wine. 
 
07/09/2018 Chisinau – Brasov (BLD) 
Today we start the 450-km drive to one of the most famous towns in Romania, 
Brasov. Crossing the border at Albida we arrive in the town of Onesti. The town is 
well known in Romania as its most illustrious resident is the great Romanian 
gymnast, Nadia Comaneci. After lunch here we continue through to Brasov. 
Hotel Bella Muzica 
Brasov 
 
08/09/2018 Brasov – Peles – Bran – Brasov (BLD) 
Today we visit the magnificent Peles Castle, with its fairytale turrets and pointed 
towers nestling in the Carpathians. It is considered by many to be one of the most 
beautiful castles in Europe and has played host to many famous guests, including 
Kaiser Franz Joseph of Austria-Hungary, Richard Nixon and Yasser Arafat. After 
lunch we head to the small village of Bran where we visit perhaps the most talked-
about structure in the world, Bran Castle. Much older than Peles, this spectacular 
fortress was made famous by Bram Stoker's gothic novel, Dracula. The fortification, 
popularly known as 'Dracula's Castle', was built on top of a steep rock in the 
Carpathian Mountains in 1377. 
 
09/09/2018 Brasov – Sighisoara (BLD) 
After breakfast we take a cable car ride to Mount Tampa which has spectacular 
views overlooking Brasov. We then start our drive to Sighisoara, turning off the main 
road to visit the wonderfully restored medieval village of Viscri. Totally unspoilt, with 
horses and carts trudging its streets, this is Romania as it was 200 years ago. We 
have lunch in Viscri as we soak up the atmosphere of years gone by. We then 
continue to the oldest-inhabited citadel in Europe, Sighisoara, the best preserved of 
all the medieval towns in Romania. This is the birthplace of Vlad the Impaler 
(Dracula) and we visit the house where he was born in 1431. We also walk across 
town to the famous Clock Tower Museum with its torture and weapons rooms. 
Hotel Casa Wagner  
Sighisoara 
 
10/09/2018 Sighisoara – Sibiu (BLD) 
Leaving Sighisoara we head to the walled town of Sibiu. Just outside the town we 
visit the Astra Village Museum. Here, in this 96-hectare park, we see replicas of the 
Romanian traditional villages, with mills, churches and houses as they used to be in 
different parts of the country. The museum, which is set around a beautiful lake, is an 
invaluable piece of Romanian culture and identity. 
Hotel Forum Continental 
Sibiu 
 
11/09/2018 Sibiu (BLD) 
Sibiu attracts visitors due to its beautiful surrounding landscapes and a rich medieval 
and Baroque heritage. It was designated a European Capital of Culture for the year 
2007. Formerly the centre of the Transylvanian Saxons, the old city of Sibiu is ranked 
as Europe's 8th most idyllic place to live. Today we walk around some of the beautiful 
landmarks of the town including the 13th-century Stairway Tower, and across Liar's 
Bridge to Haller Bastion and the Town Hall. We also visit the Cathedral where the 
son of Vlad the Impaler was assassinated. Sibiu is a true Eastern European gem that 
has yet to be discovered by the tourist hordes. 
 



12/09/2018 Sibiu – Bucharest (BLD) 
This morning we start our drive on the magnificent Transfagarasan road, stopping at 
the beautiful glacial lake of Balea. Our journey crosses the mighty Fagaras 
Mountains, passing Moldoveanu peak (2544m). We then drive along the Vidraru 
Dam and lake before entering the longest tunnel in Romania, which is nearly a 
kilometre in length. The Transfagarasan, which is open only from June to October, is 
a breathtaking engineering feat that literally takes the road straight over and into the 
mountains. Jeremy Clarkson from 'Top Gear' recently called it ‘the greatest road in 
the world’. The road was constructed between 1970 and 1974 during the rule of 
Ceausescu, to provide quick military access across the mountains in the event of a 
Soviet invasion. 
Athenee Palace Hilton 
Bucharest 
 
13/09/2018 Bucharest (BLD) 
Bucharest, Romania's largest city and capital, is today a bustling metropolis, known 
for its glorious Belle Époque buildings and a reputation for the high life. We visit the 
most important sights of the capital including the Triumph Arch and the gigantic 
Palace of the Parliament. We also visit Revolution Square, which gained worldwide 
notoriety when TV stations around the globe broadcast Nicolae Ceausescu's final 
moments in power on December 21, 1989. It was here, at the balcony of the former 
Communist Party headquarters, that Ceausescu stared in disbelief as the people 
who had gathered in the square below turned on him. In the afternoon we walk 
through the fascinating Old District of the city. 
 
14/09/2018 Bucharest – Veliko Tarnovo (Bulgaria) (BLD) 
Heading south towards the border of Romania and Bulgaria, we cross the Danube by 
the impressive Friendship Bridge that divides the two countries. By lunchtime we 
reach the former capital of the Bulgarian Empire, Veliko Tarnovo, one of the most 
ancient towns in Bulgaria. Strolling through the Samovodska marketplace we see 
pastry cooks, master goldsmiths, potters and carvers pursuing their crafts as they 
have in centuries past. In the afternoon we visit the nearby village of Arbanassi, a 
mass of stone houses and red tile roofs. 
Yantra Grand Hotel 
Veliko Tarnovo 
 
15/09/2018 Veliko Tarnovo – Etara – Plovdiv (BLD) 
Soon after leaving Veliko Tarnovo we arrive at Etara village, an open-air museum, 
where master-craftsmen fashion beautiful gold, silver, copper, leather and wooden 
articles right before our eyes. The aroma of freshly baked bread drifts across from an 
old bakery and a tiny coffee shop serves sweet Turkish coffee cooked in a copper 
pot. This open-air exhibition contains nearly 50 shops and workshops and the village 
has been designed in a style typical of the Bulgarian National Revival period (18th 
and 19th centuries). Leaving Etara, we climb through the mountains and into the 
magnificent Valley of the Roses, arriving in Plovdiv by late afternoon. 
Tromontium Princess Hotel 
Plovdiv 
 
16/09/2018 Plovdiv (BLD) 
One of the oldest continually inhabited cities in the world, Old Plovdiv is quite simply, 
a living museum. It is an architectural phenomenon and many of the houses of 
prominent Bulgarians of former times have been turned into museums that stand 
beside the houses of active residents of the old quarter. A contemporary of Troy, 
Plovdiv today is a modern city with an ancient spirit and charm emanating from its 
illustrious past. We explore the fascinating sights of the Old Town, including the 
ancient Roman amphitheatre which dates back to the 2nd century AD. 
 



17/09/2018 Plovdiv – Sofia (BLD) 
This morning we continue to explore the delightful Old City of Plovdiv. After lunch we 
board our coach and head west on the three-hour drive to the capital Sofia. On 
arrival we check into our hotel, and later enjoy dinner in a local restaurant. 
Grand Hotel 
Sofia 
 
18/09/2018 Sofia (BLD) 
Today we start to explore Sofia which, like Plovdiv, is one of the ancient European 
cities. Because of its location, Sofia has always been on the crossroads of eastern 
and western international routes. The city was named in the 14th century after St 
Sofia Church. Today numerous archaeological, cultural and historical monuments 
from its rich Thracian, Byzantine, Roman, Slav and Turkish history have been 
preserved among modern edifices. This blend of the new and old adds a charming 
quality to the capital. 
 
19/09/2018 Sofia – Dubai (BL) 
This morning is at leisure to continue exploring Sofia. After lunch we transfer to the 
airport for our flight to Australia via Dubai. 
Depart Sofia, Fly Dubai FZ 758, 16.10 
Arrive Dubai 22.00 
 
20/09/2018 Dubai – Australia (B) 
In Dubai we connect with the flight to our chosen Australian city. 
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